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FROM THE 


f ipe Editor of The Alabama Libra- 
rian is a demanding soul. The other 
book 
much earlier in the evening than I like 
It was no Rip Van Winkle 
Thornley saw to that. He 


night I had fallen asleep over a 
to admit. 
nap. Fant 
telephoned to give me a dressing down 
for being uncooperative and he called 
that all 
“copy” should 
be in on time. In the future I'll know 
better than to make a promise and not 
keep it. 


me a lot of names. I agreed 


he said was true and that 


I am sure that each member of the 


\ssociation is interested in a report of 


the mail vote concerning district: meet 
Seventy-three (73) voted “Yes,” and 
one hundred (125) 
“No.” District therefore, will 
be discontinued. 


ings. 
twenty-three voted 


meetings, 


I am especially pleased with the large 
number who voted. Vo be trank, I had 
serious misgivings when the constitution 
revision was passed last Spring which 
made it possible for a simple majority, 
their bal- 


seems to me 


returned 
vote. It 


no matter how few 
lots, to carry a 


that a safeguard should be written in, 
saving that a mail vote is void unless 
thirty percent of the membership cast 


their ballots. The return on the vote 


concerning district 


meetings must have 


broken the record: almost two-thirds of 


those sent ballots voted. This is indica- 
tive of an alert and interested member- 


ship. 


Perhaps the way in which our secretary 
handled the vote accounts in part for the 
Postal ready to 
be checked and mailed made it easy to 
vote. The ballot was plainly marked and 
the accompanying letter gave enough in- 


excellent) return. cards 


formation so that those who had not at- 
tended 
know 


recent business sessions would 


what they were 


against. 


voting for or 
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PRESIDENT 


This brings to mind that we, the of 


ficers and members of Council, should 


make an all-out effort to inform the m 
bership of what goes on at business and 
council meetings of the Association. [his 
is not an easy task. The Alaban I 


brarian has served as one vehicle tor in 
forming membership, but it is diflicult 
to know how much space to use for this 
purpose. A recital of business transacted 
is frequently boring and of little inter 
est to many of our members. As a whol 


we may want the publication to give us 


practical suggestions and inspiration. An 
annual newsletter as started by Mabel 
Willoughby and sent out prior to th 
annual convention may be a_ bette 
means. Do you have suggestions? If so, 


let me hear from vou. 


I feel quite keenly that we hay rred 


in that we have never given a full r 


por 
taken 
by Council in regard to the biracial ques 


tion. 


to the membership of the action 


I am partly to blame because | 


have served on Council since the begin 


hing of the controversy. It was felt by 


many that because of the controversial 


nature of the question, the matter should 
not be aired at a general business ses 
sion. With our good hindsight this ap 
pears to me an error in judgment. Pe 
haps I am wrong. I believe, howeve 
that a full report giving the history of 


the debate, plus a study of reasons for 
and against biracial membership, should 
be prepared in writing and given to the 
membership. It seems to me that this is 


a necessary step, and I hope that it w 


some day be done. 

The membership committee | sen 
attractive reminders to past members ol 
the Association. As a result tl Live 
former members have rejoined. Our con 
eratulations to Jean Hoffman a her 
committee! 

I have every good wish for t suc 


\la iii 


cess and happiness of each 
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brariin. With the 
hind us and cooler autumn breezes be- 
may each of us make steady 


“scorcher” of °52 be- 


fore us, 


progress in attaining his goal. May 


achievement with its peculiar and intrin- 


sic rewards be yours! 


SOME SPECIAL LIBRARIES IN ALABAMA 


By KENNETH CAMERON 


N the October 1951 issue of the Ala- 
I (Vol. II, No. 4) I 
reported sixteen special libraries in the 
State of Alabama and gave their names 
and location. Since that time I have dis- 
covered many 


bama Librarian 


more and the count has 
now reached thirty-one. For your records 
I am completing the list in this issue of 
the Librarian. 

selicving that the other members of 
the Association would like to know more 
about some of these special libraries the 
Editor of the Alabama Librarian decided 
to feature this type of library in_ this 
issue and asked me to collect the infor- 
mation. The librarians or civilians in 
described have 
kindly supplied me with the information 
about their libraries, and although I 
couldn't include all the special libraries 
in the state, I believe that the group is 
a good representation. 


charge of the libraries 


ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF 
ARCHIVES AND HISTORY 
MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA 


Che \labama Department of Archives 
and History Library, founded by the 
laa Dr. Thomas M. Owen in 1901, is 
a reference library of historical books 
and pamphlets which ranks high among 
libraries for its collection of Southern 
literature. It contains practically every- 
thing printed about Alabama, Alabam- 
ians, or materials produced in the State. 
It contains substantially full collections 
of State official documents, denomina- 
tional, educational and institutional pub- 
lications, with complete files of every 
daily and weekly newspaper and maga- 


zine published in the State. We also 
have a general collection of magazines, 
leaning more towards the historical and 
genealogical type. Clipping files are kept 
on Alabama counties, families and gen- 
eral subjects. Our genealogical section is 
one of the best in the South. 

Our clientele is from the high school 
age to the student working on his doc- 
tor’s dissertation. We work with club 
women, genealogists, county school stu- 
dents and others doing research. Many 
authors of newspaper and magazine ar- 
ticles as well as books consult our hold- 
ings. The same attention is given to a 
Negro student as to a white student. 

Mary R. MULLEN 
Senior Librarian 


PFHE ALABAMA POWER COMPANY 
LIBRARY 


BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 


The Company Library was opened in 
1927 due to a need for specialized service 
which could not be furnished without a 
library. For a period of two years, during 
the depression, it was closed. In 1954 
it was reopened with its present librarian 
and has operated continuously since. 

The Library, as it is presently oper- 
ated, occupies approximately 1500 square 
collection of 3,500 books, 
3,500 pamphlets, and 4,500 Government 
publications. 


feet; has a 


The department is under 
the direct administration of the Presi- 
dent, and has one full time librarian in 
charge. 

Services are open to all employees and 
consideration is given 
problem. 


to any type of 
If information is sought and 








found here, all efforts are ex- 
hausted to from other 
source, then placed at the disposal of 
the interested person. This library is used 


not to be 


obtain it some 


by members of employees’ families, while 
students and local firms call on us tor 
information and we have furnished ma- 


terial for club women’s papers. 


GENERAL FACTS ABOUT THE LIBRARY 


CATALOGUING: Is by Dewey Decimal 
classification system with Library of Con- 
gress subject headings. 

Books: Are purchased and magazines 
librarian or 


added when suggested by 


management upon approval of the Presi- 


dent. Many books are donated by em- 
ployees and officials. 
DocuMENts: Are arranged chrono- 


subdivided according to 


hearings and 


logically and 


laws, documents, reports, 
miscellaneous material. 
PAMPHLETS: When 


to interested employees; new ones are 


received are sent 
then placed on table in our study room 
and later filed in pamphlet boxes if of 
permanent value. 

MAGAzINES: Are routed to various 
departments. We subscribe to 50 maga- 
zines; several services are received by li- 
brary, and we have many magazines do- 
nated. 

We collect as much as possible of local 
interest, especially on industries and re- 
sources of the South and Alabama. 

Our questions range technical 
ones to the meaning of names for the 


from 


new baby. 

Book reviews are published in Power- 
grams, the company paper; officials are 
notified of new books on form cards for 
that purpose. 

MARGARET FELL JOHNSON 
Librarian 


ALABAMA’S PUBLIC WELFARE 
LIBRARY 
MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA 


The Alabama Department of Public 
Welfare is fortunate in having a_profes- 
sional social work library in the offices 
of the State Department in Montgomery. 
This library was established in 1936 by 
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hundred dollar 
Relief 
tion funds for that purpose. 


means of a_ twenty-five 


grant from Alabama \dmin:stra 
Dhis money 
was spent entirely for books, pamp)i:lets 
and magazine and newspaper sub rip- 
tions. Since that time a limited nuinber 
of publications have been purchased and 
others added as a result of agency mem 
bership in organizations, free distribution 
by government and private agencies, and 
contributions from individuals and pub- 
lishers. 

Today library holdings number over 
1,500 books, several thousand pamphlets 
copies of conference proceedings, — laws 
and reports of Alabama and other states 
numerous directories, dictionaries, pub. 
lications of national and _ state social 
agencies, and professional journals. In 
addition to social work and related pub- 
lications, library mate- 
rial on psychiatry, psychology, medical 


civil 


holdings include 


care, defense, child training, eco- 


nomics, public administration and per- 
sonnel. 
The Library’s publications are classi 


fied in accordance with the Dewey Deci 


mal System of classification. The master 
card catalog is an author, title and sub- 
ject index of magazine articles. There is 


a shelf list, a serials record for periodi- 
cals, and plans are being formulated to 
set up a separate documents shelf and 
catalog. 

Since 1936 the Library has been a val- 
uable resource primarily for in-servict 
training purposes. It has been used by 
social workers in planning stall and 
board meetings, talks before local groups 
and working with other agencies. The 
facilities of the Library are available to 
staff, 67 


staffs (by 


the state county welfare de- 


partment mail circulation 


staffs of state and private institutions fot 
children, students of | 


social work, and 


other interested individuals. 


JEAN BALLARD, Editon 
Alabama Social Welfar 
CRAIG AIR FORCE BASE LIBRARY 
CRAIG AF BASE, ALABAMA 
Craig Air Force Base serves e all 
men and officers stationed at that in 
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stallacion, their dependents, and the stu- 


dents enrolled in the Pilot Instructor 
§choo! and the Cadets in training at 
Craig. We also give library service to the 


patients in the Base Hospital through 
the service of the Grey Ladies. The mis- 
sion of the Library is chiefly recreational, 
though we are in the process of building 
up our technical sections. 

Craig Base Library is the requisition- 
ing and distributing agency for the medi- 
cal, the judge-advocate, and the techni- 
cal books required by the satellite bases 
of Craig. These include bases at Bain- 
bridge and Spence, Georgia; Kinston, 
North Carolina; Bartow, Florida; Green- 
ville and Columbus, Mississippi. 

I believe I am the first civilian libra- 
rian that Craig AF Base Library (not the 
former Staff School Library, which was 
a branch of the Air University) has had. 
I have been Librarian since January 
1950, and have two airmen assigned to 
assist me in the work. 

Mrs. BERNICE MORGAN 
Librarian 
THE ENGINEERS CLUB OF 

MONTGOMERY 

MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA 


At the meeting of the Engineers Club 
of Montgomery held on March 8, 1938, 
itwas decided that the organization spon- 
sor a technical library, to be housed on 
the third floor of the Alabama _ State 
Highway Department Building. Generous 
donations of books and enthusiastic work 
on the part of the members created the 
present library. 

The 2300 volumes on its shelves touch 
practically every phase of engineering, 
and its facilities are available to citizens 
of the city and state as well as to the per- 
sonnel of the Club and the Highway 
Department. ‘Technical magazines are on 
the reading tables at all times, while 
many of the readers share magazines of 
amore general nature for recreation and 
current events. It is believed that the 
Library is unique because of the fact 
that few other states provide libraries for 
the convenience of their engineers. 


The goal of the Engineers Club Li- 
brary of Montgomery is to encourage re- 
search, building its source material by 
use of pamphlets on rapidly changing 
scientific data as well as by the acquisi- 
tion of new reference books from time 
to time. Its motto is “OUR HORIZON 
WIDENS AS WE CLIMB.” 


MatTtTiE Biss EpMONDSON 


GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF 
ALABAMA LIBRARY 


The collecting of books for the Ala- 
bama Geological Survey Library was be- 
gun in about the year 1873. To date 
our library contains approximately 33,000 
volumes and perhaps an equal number 
of pamphlets and separata relating to 
geology and natural science. It is a col- 
lection unsurpassed in this part of the 
country. The library is a reference col- 
lection for the staff of the Geological 
Survey and others who wish to use it. 
Since the Survey is located on the Uni- 
versity campus, many of the University 
students refer to it for information con- 
tained only in old and rare books found 
in our library. During the year we have 
many visiting geologists, especially pe- 
troleum geologists, who use its facilities. 

More than 500 additions through gifts, 
exchanges, and purchases are received 
yearly by the library. Our library is on 
the mailing list of many societies, insti- 
tutions, and government departments. 

Mrs. EvizABetH J. THoMson 
Librarian 


THE PHOSPHATE DIVISION 
RESEARCH LIBRARY 
of the 
MONSANTO CHEMICAL COMPANY 
ANNISTON, ALABAMA 


The main part of the Research Depart- 
ment of the Phosphate Division of Mon- 
santo Chemical Company is located at 
Monsanto’s plant at Anniston, Alabama. 
The Research Library is the main refer- 
ence source for this department, and is 
one of eight such libraries serving Mon- 








santo. Research Departments in widely 
separated parts of the United States. 
The Anniston plant was acquired by 
Monsanto Chemical Company in 1935. 
The library, growing from a formless col- 
material collected 
the plant, now 


lection of reference 

from various parts of 
houses about 4,000 volumes of books and 
journals, in contrast to its approximate- 
ly 2,200 volumes of five years ago. This 
figure, however, is not an accurate 
measure of the library's scope, since, in 
addition to textbooks and journals, the 
library houses and indexes a sizable ver- 
tical file of pamphlet and photostat ma- 
terial, trade bulletins and = catalogs, as 
well as files of unpublished Monsanto 
reports, and a modest but useful collec- 
tion of documents in microfilm form. 


The library’s primary purpose is to 
serve as a reference tool for the chemists 
of its own department. In addition, it 
may be called upon to supply informa- 
tion both to other departments of the 
Phosphate Division at Monsanto, ‘Ten- 
nessee; Trenton, Michigan; and St. Louis, 
and to libraries or other sources of in- 
quiry in any of Monsanto's other divi 
sions. Although we often have occasion 
to call upon the facilities of outside or- 
ganizations, from the Carnegie Library 
of Anniston to the New York Public Li- 
brary or the John Crerar Library of Chi- 
cago, to obtain information not in our 
own files, time and staff limitations have 
prevented us from reciprocating, and we 
have had few occasions to answer queries 
from outside the company. 


\s is the case in most specialized li- 
braries, the duties of the librarian are 
not restricted to custodianship of the 
reference material in his charge. In addi- 
tion to obtaining, on request, many types 
of reference material needed for current 
research activities, often in reprint, pho- 
tostat or microtilm form, the writer en- 
gages in literature searches to turn up 
background material or technical data on 
matters pertaining to new research prob- 
lems. 


RicHARD S. WaTI 
Acting Research Librarian 
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ROHM & HAAS COMPANY 
REDSTONE ARSENAL 
RESEARCH DIVISION 

HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 


The Rohm and Haas Company in 
cluded a technical library in plans for 
its Redstone Arsenal Research 
at the time its contract for rocket re 
search was negotiated with the Ordnance 


Div sion 


Corps. For a few months after the cstab 
lishment of the laboratories a collection 
of books gradually accumulated until 

librarian was found in July 1950. Sing 
that time the growth has been fairly typ 
cal of small research libraries handling 
books, classified documents, periodicals 
microfilms, reprints, and pamphlets. hh 
subject range, we act as a service supple 
mentary to the Army operated rocket and 
guided missile technical library, suppl 
ing material for our own chemists, phy 
sicists and engineers in specific areas pe 
are 
1000 books and about 
2000 bound periodical volumes) and be 
cause Redstone Arsenal 
older 


culiar to our projects only. Since we 
small (less than 
Library is onh 
about one year than we are, we 
must request frequent loans from. well 
established libraries, especially Universit 
of Alabama and Institute ol 


Fechnology. Although we plan no pat 


Georgia 


ticular expansion in any one direction 
we expect a continued rapid but stead) 
growth. 
Miss Wittit M. DEARING 
Librarian 


SOUTHERN RESEARCH INSTITUT! 
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 


The starting point on the majority « 
research projects is the library, and witl 
this paramount realization the establish 
ment of a library was almost simultane 
ous with Southern 
1944. 
The Library is located on the first floor 


the organization of 
Research Institute in October, 


of the Ingalls Laboratory building at the 
Institute site, 917 South 20th Strect, Bir 
mingham 5, Alabama, near the heart ol 
the city. The rapid growth of the Li 
brary has kept pace with that of the In 
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stituie, and today, excluding unbound 
material, the holdings consist of approxi- 
mately 10,000 volumes, including an ex- 
cellent collection of standard reterence 
works in chemistry and chemical tech- 
nology, and smaller collections in medi- 
cine and related subjects, engineering and 
physics, as well as technical dictionaries, 
handbooks, encyclopedias and directories. 
To the individual from the 
standpoint of total holdings, this figure 
might appear small; however, a critical 
examination would reveal that the vol- 
umes represent only select material in the 
fields concerned. Since the Library is 
only about seven years old, the rate of 
and importance of its present 
holdings may be reflected by the total 
investment to date of approximately $75,- 
000, or an annual acquisitions budget in 


observer 


erowth 


excess of $10,000. ‘The limiting factor of 
this Library toward an ultimate goal of 
one that may compare with the best in 
its field is the inability to secure and 
the lack of space for housing worthwhile 
material. 

All the important abstract journals, 
general reference works and current is- 
sues Of approximately 300 scientific and 
technical periodicals are located in the 
reading area of the Library. Books, cata- 
loged according to the Library of Con- 
gress Classification system, and bound vol- 
umes of periodicals are housed in stacks 
to the rear of the reading room. A num- 
ber of important German chemical jour- 
nals are also available on microcards in 
complete sets, together with a reader for 
their use. For shorter microfilmed mate- 
rial, an excellent microfilm reader is also 
available. 

A rapidly growing file of trade cata- 
logs, a source of detailed and illustrative 
information for a technical library, is 
Maintained in vertical files in the Li- 
brary. 

Unbound issues of current periodicals 
are displayed in the reading room until 
superseded, at which time the old issues 
are circulated to staff members only. 
Textbooks may be borrowed by Institute 
personnel in a manner similar to that 
ued by practically all libraries. Reference 


books and bound periodicals remain in 
the Library for the constant use of read- 
ers. Inter-library loan of material is rec- 
ognized and the Institute Library in turn 
benefits from this practice. 

In addition to consistent use of library 
facilities by staff members, visits of va 
rious scientific and technical persons are 
not infrequent, and the Institute voices 
no objection to the use of material in 
the Library during its hours, Monday 
through Friday, 7:45 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Within the next six months the Li- 
brary will be able to report on its move, 
because of overcrowded conditions, to 
permanent quarters on the fourth and 
fifth floors of an annex to the Ingalls 
Laboratory building, 
struction. 

WALTER S. CoLuins, JR. 
Librarian 


now under 


con- 


UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA 
MEDICAL CENTER LIBRARY 
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 


Ihe Libraries of the Medical College 
of Alabama and the University of Ala- 
bama School of Dentistry have now been 
amalgamated into the University of Ala- 
bama Medical Center Library and have 
been moved to the first and main floors 
of the new Hillman Hospital. 

The combined Libraries contain ap- 
proximately 45,000 volumes and subscribe 
to 680 American, English, French, Ger- 
man, Spanish, and Italian periodicals. 

The staff consists of six professional 
librarians plus clerical and student as- 
sistants. Miss Mildred R. Crowe is Chief 
Mrs. Sarah Brown, Assistant 
Librarian; Mrs. Elizabeth Cooper, Order 
Librarian; Miss Betty Ann Withrow, Ref- 
erence Librarian; Miss Maxine Ellenber- 
ger, Circulation Librarian, and = Mrs. 
Helen Periodicals Librarian. 

Special activities of the Library in- 
clude state-wide service to Alabama phy- 
sicians and dentists and a_ semester's 
course of instruction in medical and den- 
tal bibliography for the students. 

The Library’s special collections in- 
clude the Medical Historical Collection, 
a group of book and non-book material 


Librarian; 


Kovacs, 








on the history of medicine with specific 
emphasis on Alabama and the South, and 
the Weinstein Collection, 
popular books by and about doctors. 
MitpRED CROWE 
Librarian 


a collection of 


CONTINUATION OF LIST OF 
SPECIAL LIBRARIES IN) ALABAMA 
(See October 1951 

for Previous List) 


Alabama Librarian 


17. Alabama Dept. of Public Welfare 
Library, \labama. 
Miss Jean Ballard, in charge. 

18. Brookley AF Base Library, Mobile, 
Alabama. Mr. Clarence A. 
Librarian. 

19. Brookley AF Base, Vechnical  Li- 
brary, Mobile, Alabama. Mrs. Lu- 
cile Ridings, Librarian. 

Methodist Hospital —Li- 
brary, Birmingham, Alabama. Miss 
Lois Comfort, Librarian. 

21. Charles A. Mohr Library, Mobile 
City Hospital, Mobile, Alabama. 


Montgomery, 


Vilger, 


20. Carraway 
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Bank 
Miss Margucrite 


23. Merchants National Library 
Mobile. 


Galloway, 


\labama. 
Librarian. 


24. Mobile County Public Law Library 
Mobile, Alabama. Miss Marearet 
Prendergast, Librarian. 

25. Montgomery Highway Engineers 
Club Library, Montgomery, Ala- 
bama. Mrs. Mattie Edmondson 


Librarian. 
26. Research Studies Institute, Histori 
Archives Branch, Air 
Maxwell AF Base, Ala 


Marguerite 


cal Division, 
University, 
Miss 
Archivist. 


bama. Kennedy 


27. Rohm & Haas Company, Redstone 
\rsenal Huntsville, Ala 
Willie Mae 


Division, 
Dearing 


bama. Miss 
Librarian. 

28. Saint Margaret’s Hospital Library, 

Alabama. Mrs 
Charles Clemons, Librarian. 

29. I.C.1. Lloyd Noland Hospital Li 
brary, Fairfield, Alabama. Mrs. Ka- 
tie McLinn, Librarian. 

30. USAF Air Training Command Li- 

Craig AF Alabama 

Mrs. Berniece Morgan, Librarian. 


Montgomery, 


brary, Base, 


31. U.S. Army Special Services Library, 
Camp Rucker, Ozark, Alabama. 


PUBLIC LIBRARIES SECTION 


By MitprRep GoopricH 


22. Gulf States Paper Company, Tus- 
caloosa, Alabama. Miss Ethel Cham- 
pagne, Librarian. 

LABAMA has been selected as one 
of the eight states to participate 
in the American Heritage Project of 

ALA. 


The project, made possible by a grant 
from the Adult Education Fund of the 
Ford Foundation, will be carried on in 
\labama this year on a full-grant basis 
of $10,000, Alabama’s part of the $200,- 
000 appropriation made to the American 
Library Association. 

Under the Heritage Project, as spon- 
sored by ALA, adult community discus 


sion groups are established over the state 


under the auspices of the local public 
library in conjunction with the Stat 
Public Library Service. With background 
material, films and other supplementary 
documents supplied by the library, these 
meet regularly to discuss oul 
American Heritage and what it m 
us today. 


groups 


ins to 


Last year Alabama, operating under a 


partial grant and on a_ purely exper! 
mental basis, made tremendous strices In 
furthering the Heritage project in the 


state, the program being received with 


much interest and enthusiasm by t peo 
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ple of Alabama. Many of the groups be- 
gun last vear have made plans for a con- 
tinuation of the program under the new 
grant this year and requests for 
groups over the state are increasing rap- 
idly. 


Other areas participating in the Ameri- 


new 


can Heritage Project over the country are 
Vermont, Mississippi, New York City, La 
Crosse, Wis., Denver, Col., Los Angeles 
County, Calif., and Athens, Ga. 

Miss Shirley Brother, Field Represent- 
ative, Alabama Public Library Service Di- 
vision, for the past seven and one-half 
years, reported for duty in the WACs 
as a captain on August 20. Captain 
Brother is temporarily stationed at 
Camp Lee, Virginia. Her address _ is 
Capt. Shirley A. Brother, L1010655, ODT 
WAC TC, 4004 ASU, Fort Lee, Virginia. 

Miss Amamia Harvey, a 1952 graduate 
of the Library School of L. S. U., is act- 
ing head of the Coffee-Geneva Regional 
Library. Miss Harvey is awaiting assign- 
ment to Japan with the Library Services 
of the Armed Forces. 

Mrs. Jelks Barksdale, formerly of the 
API library staff, is librarian of Lee-Tal- 
lapoosa Regional Library. 

Mr. and Mrs. Horace A. Brubeck of 
\lex City announce the birth of a daugh- 
ter September 17. Mrs. Brubeck was for- 
merly librarian of the Lee-Tallapoosa Re- 
gional Library. 

Mr. James McCain, Chairman, Gun- 
tersville Library Board, will be a member 
of the panel which will discuss “Do Li- 
brarians Need Trustees?” at the Trustees 
section meeting of the Southeastern Li- 
brary Association in Atlanta on October 
31. 

Mrs. Fannie ‘Taylor is the new circula- 
tion chief, Mobile Public Library. Mrs. 
Taylor received her master’s degree in 
education and library service from the 
University of Alabama. Mrs. Taylor was 
formerly on the faculty of Murphy High 
and had previously been school librarian 
in DeKalb County. 

Mrs. Alfred Nettles has been appointed 
librarian for Monroeville Public Library. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Schaeffer, member Cull- 
man Library Board, and Alabama _Li- 


brary Association died August 14 at her 
home in Cullman. Mrs. Schaeffer was 
an enthusiastic worker in library affairs 
for many years. 

Mrs. Robert M. Lightfoot of Marshall, 
Missouri is assistant, Montgomery County 


Library. Mr. Lightfoot is librarian, Air 
War College, Air University. Mr. and 
Mrs. Lightfoot were at the Library 


School, Syracuse University. Mrs. Lula S. 
Beasley is clerical assistant, Montgomery 
County Library. 

The Houston County Library and the 
Montgomery County Library and Mo- 
bile report increased appropriations for 
the coming year. The George Houston 
Memorial Library Building, Dothan, 
which houses the Houston County Li- 
brary, has been remodeled to provide ad- 
ditional space for library services. 

Things you want to see: New York 
Herald-Tribune Books Section, June 29 
issue article on Alabama Rural Library 
Service by Virginia Sorensen; Ethel San- 
ders’ set of regulations for use with 
teachers and principals in Montgomery 
County schools. 

The Cullman County Board of Reve- 
nue has appropriated funds to provide 
Library service for all of the people in 
the County. 

Cullman will join Winston County to 
form Alabama’s newest regional library. 
Winston appropriated funds last October 
to cooperate with a neighboring county. 
Winston has 18,226 people and Cullman 
49,050. The new region will use the new 
state bookmobile, built by Jefferson 
Body Company of Birmingham, for 18 
months. During this period it will make 
arrangements to procure its own book- 
mobile. Libraries in the region are: Cull- 
man (city), Garden City, Winston Coun- 
ty with headquarters in Double Springs, 
and Haleyville. The regional board held 
its first meeting September 13 and se- 
lected Cullman as the headquarters. Mr. 
Maurice Holmes of Cullman is Chairman 
and Mrs. T. H. West of 
Vice-Chairman. 


Haleyville is 


Mrs. Lois Rainer Green has been ap- 
pointed by President Downs to serve on 
a special committee created by the Ex- 








Board of the 
study 


American Library 
library 


ecutive 
Association to 
cies. Mrs. Fyan, immediate past presi- 
dent of ALA, is chairman. Mrs. Green 
is also on the nominating committee for 
the Public Library Section for ALA. 
Miss Dorothy Lee has been appointed 
librarian, effective October 1, to replace 
Miss Mary Pittman at the B. B. Comer 
Memorial Library in Miss 
Pittman is retiring. Mrs. Margaret R. Na- 


state agen- 


Sylacauga. 


bors, who has been a member of the staff 
since May of 1951, has been promoted 
to assistant librarian, replacing Mrs. Lu- 
cile McClelland who is retiring. Miss 


Martha Nan Adair has joined the staff 
as library assistant. 
Miss Allison Porter has joined the 


Public Library Division staff as consult- 
ant in charge of the American Heritage 
\labama. 


from 


groups in 

Word Mrs. 
Schenk in Michigan where she has been 
studying and defining the functions ol 
the Michigan State Library. From Lans- 
ing she went to Topeka, Kansas where 


comes Gretchen 


Horace Moses, 


Library .\s- 


she was a guest of the 


and then on to the Kansas 
sociation meeting. 

Mrs. Danton reports the appointment 
of Miss Carolyn Skelton and Miss Helen 
Cecil to the Circulation Department of 
the Birmingham Public Library; Mrs. 
Norma Oliver to the Technology De- 
partment; Miss Peggy Bennett to the 
Children’s Department and Miss June 
Mathison as her own secretary. 

Miss Gay Golden of McMinnville, Ten- 
nessee is the new bookmobile librarian 
for the Muscle Shoals Regional Library 
in Florence. She has her Master’s Degree 
in Library Science from Peabody and un- 
til now has been in a college library in 
Abilene, 

The combined circulation of the Bir- 
mingham Public and Jefferson County 
libraries for the last year 
192.518 volumes, which showed gains in 
almost every literature. 

The Montgomery Public Library re- 
ceived an extra appropriation last sum- 
mer of $5,500 for the purchase of a new 


Texas. 


fiscal was l,- 


class of 


bookmobile. Miss Glass hopes the new 
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fourteen-foot Gerstenslager will be d:liy 
ered early in October: 

Cards 
Dorothy 


have been received from \Liss 
West, 
who went to Nassau on her vacation soot 
ALA. She was 


the Alabama librarians who attended th 


formerly ol 


Birmingham 


after most cordia 


New York meeting. The Wilson booth 
was a favorite hangout as she was or 
duty there at certain times and _ severa 
from Alabama were invited down to her 


night. 
Harvey has 


apartment for dinner one 

Miss Mary 
pointed librarian of the Calhoun Count 
Memorial Library 

The City of 
priated $260,000 for operating expenses 
for the Public 
year, and an additional $45,000 for con 


Liss been ap 


Birmingham has appro 


Library in the new fiscal 
struction and repair. 

\ brick store building has been bought 
extensively remodeled in the 
the Central Park Brand 


and will be 
near future for 


Library, Birmingham. 
Miss Emily Carle and Miss Eleanor 
Starnes of the Birmingham Public Li 


brary both flew to Europe for their va 


cations and Miss Margaret Miller flew 
to California. 

The Jefferson County 
priation is $32,000. 

The A. A. U. W. and the Mobile Pub 


lic Library are cooperating on the op 


library appro 


eration of a Speakers Bureau. 

Mrs. Martin, 
sistant in the Reference Department of 
the Birmingham Public Library, _ has 
joined the staff of the Montgomery Pub 
lic Library. She works in Circulation and 
Reference. 


Eleanor formerly an as 


A new project of the Birmingham Pub 
lic Library was the series of outdoor rec 
ord concerts held all summer at the noo! 
hour in the park adjacent to the library 
These concerts were thoroughly enjoyed 
and proved very popular with the towns 
people. 

Activities at the Mobile Public Libran 
show every indication of stable p 
Three 


yOTESS 
(3) factors verify this statement: 


(1) The Mobile City Commission added 
$5,000.00 to the annual appropri 





N 
Libr 
now 
whic 
Mrs. 





liv- 


Liss 
am, 
0N 
to 
the 
ooth 
on 
veral 
» her 


ap: 
unity 


»pre a 
CTses 
fiscal 

con- 


yught 
n the 
ranch 


canor 
c Le 
ir Va 

flew 


ippr - 


» Pub- 


1c op 


An as- 
ent ol 

has 
y Pub- 
yn and 


n Pub 
or rec 
e noon 
jibrary. 
njoyed 
towns 


ibrar\ 
OgTess. 


ent: 


added 
oprit- 


Tu: ALABAMA LIBRARIAN 


tion of the Mobile Public Library. 
This was the first increase in library 
appropriations this 
since 1948. 
(2) Miss Mary 
employed in 


from source 


Elizabeth Griggs, once 

the Mobile Public 
School system and recently an em- 
ployee in the Extension Department 
of this library, resigned September 
15 to enter Library School tor for- 
mal training at the University of 
North Carolina. 

(3) Mr. Bob Bell, a graduate of Har- 
vard and an employee of the Mo- 
bile Public Library Reference De- 
partment, was given a leave of ab- 
sence for two months this sum- 
mer to enter the School of Library 
Service at Columbia University. 


New employees of the Mobile Public 
Library include Mrs. Bruce Taylor, who 
now heads the Circulation Department, 
which was vacated by the resignation of 
Mrs. Sherwood Pape, who requested part 


1] 


time employment. Mrs. Taylor received 
her formal training from the University 
of Alabama and holds a Master’s 
degree from that same institution. Mrs. 
Elsa L. Hyndman, formerly employed by 
the Mobile Public School system, has been 
employed in the Extension Department. 
Miss Ruth Hobby, a graduate of George 
Peabody School of Library Science, was 
employed this summer as Assistant Cata- 
loguer. Mrs. Inge Lotte Niemiec, a na- 
tive of Frankfort, Germany, has been em- 
ployed as Registrar in the Circulation 
Department. Mrs. Niemiec is also doing 
some foreign language translation for this 
library as a service to local industries. 

The A.A.U.W. organization of Mobile 
has selected for their project the task of 
establishing a Public Speakers Bureau to 
be set up and maintained by its mem 
bers at the Mobile Public Library. The 
Library staff has agreed to work with 
this organization. Plans are now to be- 
gin service from the Public Speakers Bu- 
reau in the month of January. 


also 


SCHOOL LIBRARIES SECTION 


By Mrs. FRANCES EssARy 


I. CHOOL librarians are looking 

S forward to their fall work con- 
ferences with special enthusiasm this 
year, since Miss Nora Beust, special- 
ist in school and children’s libraries, 
U. S. Office of Education, will be 
the consultant. The theme of the 
conferences this year will be books, 
as suggested by the Executive Coun- 
cil, committee chairmen, and district 
chairmen, of the Department of 
School Libraries, Alabama Education 
Association, at their 
July. 
Again this year, there will be two 
two-day conferences, one in the 
southern part of the state, and one 
in the northern part. The state 
teachers colleges at Troy and Flor- 
ence have invited the two groups to 
their campuses. 


meeting in 





The work conferences are sponsored 
each year by the State Department 
of Education, and Miss Fannie 
Schmitt, School Libraries Consultant, 
serves as coordinator for them. Plans 
for the program are developed co- 
operatively by the State Department 
and the Department of School Li- 
braries, Alabama 
tion. 


Education Associa- 
Local chairmen who have been 
appointed are Mrs. Laura Gaines 
Sprott, Troy High School librarian, 
for the southern conference; and 
Mrs. Janie B. Morgan, Tuscumbia 
High School librarian, for the north- 


ern conference. 

2. Executive Council, State Committee 
Chairmen, District Chairmen, De- 
partment of School Libraries, Ala- 


bama Education Association: 








Executive Council: 


Miss Julia Riser, Talladega High 
School, president. 
Mrs. Taska Tyson, Kate Duncan 


Smith School, Grant, vice presi- 
dent. 

Mrs. Harvey Nelson, Huntsville High 
School, recording secretary. 

Miss Fannie Schmitt, State Depart- 
ment of Education, corresponding 
secretary. 


Mrs. Louise Gober, Decatur High 
School, treasurer. 

Miss Mildred Smith, Vigor High 
School, Prichard; Miss Katherine 
Abercrombie, Gadsden High 
School; Mrs. Dorothy Bowden, 
Brookwood High School; Mrs. 
Jean Hoffman, Woodlawn High 


School. 


Committee Chairmen: 

Student Assistants—Mrs. Jean Hoff- 
man. 

Membership—Mrs. Louise Gober. 

District Organizations—Mrs. Doris 
Cornett, Cullman High School. 

\. A. S. L. Membership—Mrs. Viola 
Holder, Guntersville High School. 


District Chairmen: 
District I —Mrs. Elsa Britton, Fo- 
ley High School. 
—Mrs. George Johnson, 
Parrish High School, 
Selma. 

District II] —Mrs. Vernon St. John, 
Opp High School. 
—Mrs. Virginia Thomp- 
son, Opelika High 

School. 

—Mrs. Beth Hamil, Syla- 
cauga High School. 
—Miss Katherine Aber- 
crombie, Gadsden, 

High School. 


District II 


District 1V 


District V 


District VI 


District VII —Miss Julia Corley, 
Greensboro High 
School. 

District VIII—Mrs. Harvey Nelson, 
Huntsville High 


School. 
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Mrs. Laura Gaines Sprott, librari.in, 
Troy High School, has been elec:ed 
chairman of her A. E. A. Distric 


Miss Kathleen Brown, librarian, Al- 


bertville High School, has been ip 
pointed a member of the State Text. 
book Committee. 

Miss Julia Riser, librarian, Talla 
dega High School, is a member of 
the State Study Com 
mittee. 


Course of 


With the increased interest among 


school personnel in opportunities to 
examine books first-hand as an aid 
to book selection, the following sug 


gestions seem pertinent: 


The book display should be planned 
and carried out by the local zroup 
Help and advice should be sought 
as desired, from professional person- 
nel whose special training and ex 
perience should equip them to serve 
in this capacity. Selection of books 
for school libraries should be based 
upon the best that is known about 
human growth and development and 
curriculum development as they ap- 
ply to the interests and needs of the 
local group. To select titles is a pro 
fessional undertaking and the obli 
gation of the local group. 


Good book fairs require careful plan 
ning and adequate time should be 
allowed for them. Probably a mini 
mum of three months should be al 
lowed between the initial planning 
and the date of the actual displays 
Larger schools and school systems 
may find it advisable to allow more 
time. Certainly the work should not 


have to be too hurried to be enjo\ 


“able to all those who have a_ hand 
in it. 

Planning should provide for: (a) A 
suitable place for the display: (b) A 


suitable time, as to date, duration 
hours display will be open to teach- 
ers, to pupils, to out-of-school men 


S 
77 


bers of the community; (« 
tory arrangements with a dealer 0! 
dealers to insure receiving the best 
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and services; (d) 
\ttractive display arrangements; (e) 
Personnel to staff the display; (f) If 
books are to be sold, arrangements 
for systematic handlir 


possible discounts 


1g of orders. 
Selecting the titles to be included 
is the most time-consuming and the 
most important aspect of the book 
fair. Sufficient time should be al- 
lowed to insure full and free par- 
pupils, and 
perhaps parents, in selection. 

It should be possible to include in 
the display any book in print. It is 


Lic ipation by teachers, 


therefore necessary to use the services 
of dealers who can provide any book 
in print, from any and all pub- 
lishers. 

Lhe first step in selection should be 
the identification of types of mate- 
rials to be included. The second step 
should be the listing of specific titles 
in the various types, with the help 
reliable aids as Children’s 
Catalog, 1951 edition; Standard Cata- 
log for High School Libraries, 1952 
Horn Book; Adventuring 
with Books; Gateways to Readable 
Books, 1952 edition; Rue’s Index to 
Books for Primary Grades and Index 
to Books for Intermediate Grades; 
Bulletin of Children’s Book Center 
at the University of Chicago, and 
others of this type, and with the help 
of persons especially trained in this 
field. 

A committee 


of such 


edition: 


organization usually 
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provides a good way of listing titles 
within the various types of books to 
be included. 

The dealer or dealers who are to 
provide the books must have ade- 
quate time to assemble and ship the 
books which the local group has se- 
lected. It is well to allow at least six 
weeks for this. 


Setting up attractive displays takes 
careful planning, much actual work 
and time. Be sure to provide for suf- 
ficient time, and prevent 
nerves and cluttered, or 
tractive displays. 


fraved 


bare, unat- 


If there are to be included program 
features in addition to the book dis- 
play, they should be arranged for, fa1 
in advance. Persons to provide pro- 
gram features should be given 
proper orientation into the purposes 
of the book display, the planning for 
it, and the definite values which their 
performances are expected to con- 
tribute to the whole. 


\ book fair can be an enjoyable and 
very helpful experience. It is impor- 
tant and valuable enough to be care- 
fully and properly planned and car- 
ried out. 

For further help write to Miss Fan- 
nie Schmitt, School Libraries Consul- 
tant, State Department of Education, 
Montgomery 4, Alabama. 








THE BIRMINGHAM PUBLIC LIBRARY RECEIVES 
HANDSOME GIFT 


\nnouncement of a gift of $11,000 to the Birmingham Public Library has 
Mrs. Horace Hammond and her daughter, Mrs. Robert C. 
Collins, have presented the Library with the money to have a Gerstenslager 
bookmobile constructed on an International truck chassis. 
and Mrs. Collins did not stop at giving the Library the bookmobile, but 
added $3,000 to their already magnificent gift to stock the bookmobile with 
Library officials estimate that it will take approxi- 
mately three months for delivery, and are hoping to have this mobile branch 


just been made. 


a new collection of books. 


in operation by February Ist. 


Mrs. Hammond 
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SK about our plan 
° | 9 for increasing 
your book budget by 
LECH 3, Ame. your book budget by 
== sending discards and 
duplicates for credit. 
* 








SINCE 1906 
BOOKS OLD AND NEW 





Wholesalers and Distributors 
ORLEANS 2 LOUISIANA For All Publishers 








Send Your COMPLETE Book Orders to: 


THE JENKINS BOOK COMPANY 
WHOLESALE BOOKSELLERS 


740 ST. CHARLES AVE. NEW ORLEANS 12, LA. 
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Becks... and Sewice 
from McCLURG’S 


McClurg’s, with over half a century of specialized library 
service, is equipped to serve you well! Our Staff is skilled in 


the handling of Library, School and College book orders. 


We welcome your patronage ... and the opportunity to 


serve you. 


A. C. McCLURG & CO. 


333 East Ontario Street e Chicago 11, Illinois 


“Serving Librarians Is Our Business” 
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Class “A” 
Library Bindings 
“Since 1863” 


Specialists at 


PERIODICAL, LIBRARY and TEXTBOOK 
BINDINGS 


Alabama Representative 


ROBERT E. PHILLIPS 


WEISE - WINCKLER BINDERY, Inc. 


27 W. Court Street "Cincinnati 2, Ohio 




















To 





CLASS “A” LIBRARY BINDINGS 


by 


CERTIFIED 





A LIBRARY BINDERY MEMBER 
CERTIFIED of the 
LIBRARY LIBRARY 

BINDERY BINDING INSTITUTE 


COMPETENT RELIABLE 
CRAFTSMANSHIP 


Recognized EXPERTS in Library Binding 
BOOKS — PERIODICALS — LAW BOOKS — THESES 


Write for Prices and Particulars to 


ART GUILD BINDERY, Inc. 


324 EAST NINTH STREET CINCINNATI 2, OHIO 














